[Clinical analysis of the indication for lymphangiography in urological tumor patients (author's transl)].
TNM classification of urological tumors was reviewed by the UICC in 1978 and should remain unchanged for ten years. Nevertheless the minimum requirements concerning the N-category may be discussed, especially since German urologist did not contribute to the draft of 1978. Lymphangiography should not be included in the minimum requirements to classify renal cell carcinomas, because therapy planning does not depend on regional lymph node metastases, and juxtaregional lymph nodes can not be visualized in general. In bladder- and prostatic carcinomas the staging operation should be included in the minimum requirements; metastases proven by histology should be marked within the TNM system. The minimum requirements should include computed tomography, ultrasound and lymphography. Biopsy, staging operation and lymphography should be considered in case of penile carcinoma.